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2024 Report of the Foundation for Natural Resources and Energy Law
July 22,2024

The following officers were elected to serve for the coming year:
President - Michael J. Bourassa, Fasken, Toronto, ON;

Vice President - Joel O. Benson, Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP, Denver,

CO;
Secretary - Robert C. Mathes, OXY USA Inc., Denver, CO;
Treasurer - Amy E. Seneshen, Welborn Sullivan Meck & Tooley,

P.C., Denver, CO.

The Annual Meeting of the Trustees Council is held during the Foundation’s
Annual Institute.

This year, 35 papers/topics were presented to over 800 registrants at the
Annual Institute. The 2025 Annual Meeting and Institute will be held in Whistler,
British Columbia from July 17 to 19.

If anyone wants further information, please feel free to contact me. You can
also learn more about the Foundation and its many programs and publications, by
visiting www.fnrel.org. It was an honor to represent the State Bar on the
Foundation’s Trustees Council.

Sincerely. yd

BENNETT MAIN GUBBRUD ILLERT, P.C.

— D

___Dwight A Gubbrud

<

DAG/ak
cc:  Alex Ritchie, Executive Director, RMMLF (via email)
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April Bar Commission Meeting: The Commission discussed options to hold meetings in
alternate locations for outreach purposes. The April meeting is currently scheduled for
Pierre on April 17, 2024.

LLC Act Discussion: The Bar Commission discussed concerns raised and action taken by the
Bar Commission regarding proposed LLC Act revisions.

Pathways Update: The Pathways Committee is exploring the availability of retirement and
insurance benefits for the Pathways coordinator position.

Sexual Harassment Prevention Training Update: The Commission discussed member
compliance with mandatory sexual harassment prevention training. The Commission
thanked State Bar staff for the extra hours and work they provided to assist members to
ensure compliance. The imposition of mandatory member requirements necessitates
increased staff resources to track and ensure compliance.

Rural Practice Internships: The Commission discussed the success of the rural practice
internship program and noted that four slots appear to be filled for 2024 summer
internships. More slots may be funded if requested. The Commissioners thanked the Fred
and Luella Cozad Family for their generous and ongoing gift involving rural practice
funding.

Presidentis Comments: President Lammers Bogard thanked the Commission for approving
the Civility Creed and she noted that feedback from members has been overwhelmingly
positive. She also reported on her attendance at the National Conference of Bar Presidents
meeting, and she noted that other states are facing issues including efforts to improve
inclusion; efforts to increase access to legal services in both urban and rural areas; efforts
to remain in compliance with Keller restrictions; and efforts to improve civility.

Miscellaneous: Cremer noted that on June 23, 2023, State Bar members approved
amendments to State Bar Bylaws regarding President Elect qualifications, and those
amendments were approved by the South Dakota Supreme Court in Rule 24-01 on
February 20, 2024. The Supreme Court also approved a Rule that established a committee
to improve efforts to assist pro bono litigants. The Commissioners thanked State Bar
volunteers who will be named to serve on that committee. The Commissioners also
discussed two open positions on the JQC.

Adjourn: President Lammers Bogard adjourned the meeting at 3:58 PM CST.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Cremer
Executive Director/Secretary-Treasurer
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NINETY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE STATE BAR OF SOUTH DAKOTA

RAMKOTA HOTEL AND CONVENTION CENTER
PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA
JUNE 12, 13, and 14, 2024

The 2024 Annual Meeting of the State Bar of South Dakota was held at the Ramkota
Hotel and Convention Center on June 12, 13, and 14, 2024.

State Bar committees, sections, and related groups meeting during the Annual
Meeting were: South Dakota Bar Foundation, American College of Trial Lawyers,
CLE Committee, South Dakota Trial Lawyers, Young Lawyers Section, American
Board of Trial Advocates, SD Judges Association, SD Code Commission, Judicial
Qualifications Commission, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel, Federal
Practice Committee, Council of School Attorneys, Real Property, Probate and Trust
Law Section, Public Sector Section, Administrative Law Committee, Agricultural
Law Committee, In-House Counsel Section, Lawyers Committee for Diversity and
Inclusion, SD Court Reporters Association, Debtor/Creditor Committee, SD
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, Project Rural Practice Committee, Solo and
Small Firm Committee, Judicial-Bar Liaison Committee, Lawyers Assistance
Committee, Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers, Family Law Committee, SD Paralegal
Association, Women In Law, Fellows of the American Bar Foundation, and
Disciplinary Board.

Wednesday, June 12th
On Wednesday, the State Bar hosted its first awards luncheon to honor the following
award winners:

1 A2J William F. Day, Jr. Law Student Pro Bono Award fi USD Knudson
School of Law student Cameron Morgan
LCDI Diversity and Inclusion Award it The Hon. Karen Schreier
Presidentis Pro Bono Award il Joel Arends
USD Women in Law Attorney of the Year fi Kelsea Sutton
YLS Young Lawyer of the Year fi Paige Petersen

=A =4 =8 =4

Brent Kempema skillfully served as Master of Ceremonies for the awards. Over 200
members attended the luncheon.

On Wednesday afternoon, the following CLE was held:

CLE Title Number Registered to Attend

Generative Al: The Future is Here. Ethically 383
Navigating This Brave New World
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SOUTH DAKOTA BAR FOUNDATION
Minutes of January 31, 2024, Meeting, held via Zoom

South Dakota Bar Foundation (iSDBFT) President Reed Rasmussen called the meeting of
the Board to order at 2:01 PM CST. Board members present were President Rasmussen,
Vice President Steve Huff, Eric Schulte, Renee Christensen, Thomas Frieberg, Stephanie
Judson, Lisa Marso, Kim Mortenson, and Anthony Sutton.

Also present for all or part of the meeting were Assistant Director Nicole Ogan, Access to
Justice Coordinator Denise Langley, and Executive Director/Secretary-Treasurer Paul
Cremer.

Director Judson made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 21, 2023, South Dakota
Bar Foundation Meeting. Director Schulte seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Director Judson made a motion to memorialize email votes listed below from August 24,
August 25, and August 31, 2023. Director Frieberg seconded the motion. Motion carried.

On August 24, 2023, the Bar Foundation Board, through a motion and email vote,
approved a request from the Project Rural Practice Committee of the State Bar of
South Dakota to provide $2000 as a sponsor for an evening meal at the Law Review
Symposium regarding Rural Lawyers to be held September 21-23, 2023, at USD
Knudson School of Law.

On August 25, 2023, the Bar Foundation Board, through a motion and email vote,
approved a request from the State Bar of South Dakota for a $15,000 grant to help
establish and provide sexual harassment ombuds services within the South Dakota
legal profession.

On August 31, 2023, the Bar Foundation Board, through a motion and email vote,
approved a request from South Dakota News Watch to provide $500 to help sponsor
training sessions for journalists to help understand court processes.

Director Sutton made a motion to allow the South Dakota Bar Foundation to execute a
contract with the State Bar to allow the State Bar to provide services to the Bar Foundation
for $1, in similar fashion to previous years. Director Christensen seconded the motion.
Motion carried.

Nicole Ogan provided information regarding the audit conducted by ELO of the Bar
Foundation. Director Mortenson made a motion to approve the IRS Form 990 and to allow
Cremer to execute related audit and IRS documents. Director Schulte seconded the motion.
Motion carried.

The Foundation Directors discussed rural practice internship funding requests. Director
Mortenson made a motion to allow funding for at least six summer internship positions.
Director Frieberg seconded the motion. Motion carried. The Foundation Directors agreed
to consider more funding for internship positions if needed.

53













































